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Twenty 090, in Afe racyaJtih LF& 

IkMk jt i n (VoL 2, No. 6,1969), I wrote dawn my 
vr^resskr^ of the rvetaevsiztes and 
ended by expressing the hope that the 
seventies would prove more eventful 
There were two other articles on the same 
thoie in that bate, by Jotn Rimer and 
Alan Sharp. On reat^g these ancient 
writings (as they must seem to some of 
our younger readers), I find that Ettie has 
changed in the field of ufology in al those 
years. Indsd, the only reafty noticeable 
change which occurred dunng the eighties 
was that most UFO journal editors 
exchanged their battered old typewriters 
for word praeaaDrx This mode it possible 
to chum out reams of drivel with much 
less effort. 

There hove b ee n other chsiged of 
course, but. as with the introduction of 
word processors, they have been merely 
changes of detail. For axan^le, whereas in 


the sixties we had mysterious craters 
appearing in Englml, in the eighties we 
have ocr mystoious crop cir c l es . T here 
was also less emphasis on the 
psychukxp^rf aspects of UFO reports in 
the sixties, except perhaps h the rather 
crude form of sceptics loudly asserting 
that ufologists were barmy. 

In the bsie of AAir .in ji Tint 1 UFO 
mentioned above, John Rxidiiet 
made a nui te of predictions for the 
seventies. One of these was that a more 
open-minded approach to the sc±)ject 
would produce data of interest to uotcjus 
convsitkmal scientific and academic 
disciplines, such os psychology and 
f ofctore. Since then, some psychologists 
have sUxfied the subject, but they have 
t o dol to be uuopb of unconventional 
views, such as Berthold Schwarz, a 
in the reafity of psychic 


Continued on page nine 
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J ERRY CLARK 

ch allenges me to 
keep to writrig 
of things uhdi I know 
about (Letters, this 
cssueX Here goes 
then: 



PETER ROGERSONS 


others of natural 
fhmnw. or even - 
hint others - in some 
incomprehensible way 
a prockict of both. 
Maybe wmds have ears 
and cdraris. eyes: the 


To find out 
who is hainting you* 
hcusa, you need to 
f and out (bout past c rr a p jtta. In a 
Corporate Town Ifle Warrington this is quite 
easy, h—voters 9 fists are | 




breeze dreams ikaars 
This hamtirng 
ambiguity makes the 


crop lv tics ideal me bn 

between the donas of culture and wid 
native, fte the foies before them. Soon 


at the local fibrary, and you can rm thrtMjh 
them to find out who efied and when. You can 
then, Ftftar <wx/ f faud t m j - Get off, sshust apt, 
boo, hiss, /dkwrt pay my sub sc rj jtJun to road 
tMm^aidrUtdxshSkcthhd 

Sorry, Jerry. It looks as though you 
have b ee n outvoted. Aid I shofl hove to 
carry on devoting my cofcmns to topics 
about which I know as lit tie as anybody 


My last Northman Echoes piece made it dear 
that I shafl not vai any precognition prizes, 
but then ne i t f gr wfl any of the yeat 
precognition-mongers. The twentieth 
century is mfiiy to a dm fx ±o end before 
our eyes, five on TV. As I write this De Kksrk 
has ifbwed the ANC, Mukow has rAd 
for fn man unity and Gotahiv is going to 


we wfl hear the story of the person who 
oitered on crop drde and (twyyers, only 
to (jibj ge in another drde mies away. In 
these wicfhunt gale days anything seems 
almost pns-siNe. 


Sp cak i g of Flb £lmw9 Tames an d crop li 
has a certAi former dvi servant, late of 
the Ofc prb r e it of Def mca. let the cat out 
of the bag? M5 bugging Esper Artists has 
some sort of crazy logic, but orchid- 
yu we s ? (But orchid rustlers are involved 
in the latest crash retrieval runuus from 
South Africa - EdJ b N%* Noyes hinting that 
afl dvi society is regarded with suspicion 
by TTEM? Does every gard en ing ckb hove a 

mole? Are afl tftekopes (iggaf? This 
coid make the C iifci Waflace. Fred Kolroyd, 


Ague for a mdirprty state - Mogira Peter Wright story look Eke a vicA~age 

knows what else by the time you read this. teapartyi 

And afl this uathoui a word from Ms Dixon ------ 


and casr^iAiy. Precognition is A yi u mta£ 
The cxflafise of empires and the 
death of gods must be attadad by its 
pwteita and wodera Eastern Eunpc wfl 
have its IFO wave along with its 
Haakrulda. Ilow e v , they wfl be swanpod 
by ^poitbns of the BVM and vague 
national heroes. Meanwhile tarriile and 
snster spectres wfl be seen in the blasted 
country around Castle Ceausescu. The 
ckong down of the cold war wfl have 
massive liss i re in the West; the 
death of devfla too, dum not go u h u li d ad 
Old style ufology, which re-emerged in the 
sand cold war rfeuyj xba » and hauiting 

Kee&Ai vbkro wfl retim. 


As the latest issue of Fcwtom Jasmwm 
reminds us, the crop j d es are be com ing a 
major fafllore of these Green tim Some 
say they are the prockict of intelligence. 


Taking Jb ui b dot’s advice again for a 
rramont, I return to s u i cOkg 1 know about 
- local history archives - and present you 
with the rematabb Australian which 
graces the cover of our mag. I stimbfcd 
snss it in WaTdgton Library, in the first 
issue of the Padgate C aflege M^azve, 
pibflshed locafly in sprbg 1947. ki small 
letters trader the drawing it is credifid to a 
certain R Cheatham, Aid doted 1846, a year 
perhaps before the Arnold case. Just what 
is going on ha re ?. Are those strange 
objects p r o Ar n ofcfien Iff'Os? Do the 

incficate some kind of pre-ven 
Daflan aueii astronaut ipnldimrt? 
Your guess is os good as iris Probably R 
Cheatham is stJI around. Do any of or 
readers know hen? We’d fte to learn more 
dnut this strange p ie ce of artwork! 
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who's being taken for a ride? 


John Rimmer reviews recent deuelopments in 

the abduction field 


RE UFO Artois fnaly mm*ng whore they 
belong Le. out of the hovb of ufobpta? This 
question is promted by 3»val recent honks, 
and nows of new ejections in LEO reae^di 
which is shrtcig to uiiij from the USA. 

There has been a tendency over the past 
nmqdm of yen to see An» i ■> UFO research as 
iiunufithk: and ETHxtwwuato^ mpnrirfy in the 
abtkjctkn field, which Europeans have seen as beoig 
led by fhptie and his genetic- eip p a i ms Of 

oirae, this is a great over-simpification: we only have 
to look at the writhgs of Martin Kottmeyer and Dennis 
StSngs in this magazww and elsewhere to see that 
dttmotive viewpoints are etioMdy e^nsaai 

Perhaps less ty fw fa d a te d hi Britain is the spfit 
that is d^dophg between flUd Hqtina and a menbr 
of researcher s who hod hstiaAy cooperated with him in 
hypnotic iqpea ain of stapstad abductosa. hi the 
last Hyre >l rwitinsd briefly the rift betvem 
hfcjpfcins and psydvbg&t Rima Lairaw, and in Whitley 
Strieker's G^mmwwhnand partkaJorty his jBand booh 
of po~sdnal experiences. Transformation, we hiss 
increasing (W«haibn9it with ufology - or to be 
more precise. Bud Hopkhf s verskn of it. 

In a booh re ce ntly plifideri in AmeH ca . 
an fi ■■■■>■■! fl) by Ed Corroy, Strieker's contacts 
with ufologists are chronicled hi some detai. Re ptw t is 
htar u fed as an i ndependent ssasnvit of the nature 
of Sb limi ts experience, petioiariy in the fight of his 
fife and background Independent 1 is potiaps too 
streng a word, as the author is a fri end of StHeber, 
and faroefy synpathiir to S b kiur 'a own 

of his experiences. However, the book 
pfuiirhii an hiaratng (—■ ijmi tii m an StrieheHs own 
xmnt, and pravihs much backgrouvi upaui to help 
us confrm or adjust on* own opinions. 

Thve are two easy ways of looking at the 
events dnoted hi nwmm§u*i One is to say they are 
pire hwortion, created by a died fiction writer; the 
other is to say they are a physical reafity which 
happened in real time. Both these pwuAitipa (tmavq 
consideration, although for obvious reeac the 



f ta iim has been debated in a rather croropst 
nuvnr, eapedaly in couitraes where the Riel lows 
are such a Mckey Mouse affair as ars (21 However, 
for the firpms of any through hivestigaiion of 
Slnrier’s exp eriences, there is no /media hove to 
dom e between these (ix&stRtia, as the nunber of 
more Uy eplautus is legicn 

Most of the later part of Aiy o t is taken ip by 
a conparoion between the C i — §uwt events and 
entitles with traction fo R lore entities - parikdaiy 
Irish - and an saAarwit of the dxkxrticn experie n ce 
in JUvjian terms, and of come these are points 
v^ich carry on from Strieber’s own spasiatiens in 
Transformation, At this paw i t , an into-estkig thing 
happens. Strieber crass the Atlantic, as it wee, and 
SMms to have far more h oiniui with the wertk of 
iigjkl Mabmst and Mauge than he do es with 
MUFON and Majestic. And it is here that the longot 
single gap in Conroy’s aMeanmt (mrs. Apart from 
Voice, who is quoted eactanidy and ^mvin^y, 
Conroy seers to be almost totafy unaware that there 
is an alternative ufdogrd v i ew point to the ETH This 
is oknoat artddy a product of the high proffle that 
the ETHers have now adtevoi in the USA. Apart from 
the contmuer i i J infkjence or otherwise of 


and the (JFQ> the only other European LEO book 
cdeolvdy cited by Ccvruy s ixiiu to be Tim Goocfs 
Akxe Top ^Tiorrirf Which is a shame as Conroy’s 


indaralavfrg of the mythic content of the LEO and 
abduction experience puts him far doss* to the 

i than to Good or maria tream 


USA thought. 

The iip uacn comes aroas strogly in 
C\^^mt mwi that Strieber was s me thi g of a 
ufdogbd virgin inti his ex p er iences started and he 
came arms Ravflra and Warrwig ton's Scxswceand 
the Ura This may be so, but Cimroy has ueortM 
some fascinating material about the yofig Whitley's 
extraterrestrial mterests back home in San Antonin. 

14s Ann Hoc forms an interesting footnote to 
the history of ufology. Her buahartd, Cot Guy hfix was 
awiw wb of Gocknan Air Force Base, Kentucky, ki 


MU Conroy, Ed. 
fojmwion 
Qjrrwrmawm 
Wiliam Morrow & 
Co., New York. 
1989. 


|0 It b worth 
mentioning here 
that Corruy 
deniskisome 
detai the confict 
between Strieber 
and Jemy Rnles, 
which led to 
Rnles being 
farced to issue a 
retraction of 
certain cumuits 
made on a local 
ratfo station in 
L^r^hre-does 
Strieber have an 
exceptionally 
powerful ratio set, 
or (U A. N. Other 
tel him about it 
for thrown 
murky motives? - 
and her plfaher 
ssiing a juvefrg 
statement about 
the ina/thrisd 
use of a quote 
from Gwtwtmmwwi 
As dgarfogj by 
Conroy, Strieber’s 
behavior over 
this matter 
seems somewhat 
irrational, and it is 
dear that Ms 
Rnles has been 
most shaiMy 
treated. 
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b 1947 at the time the 1-fated C^tL Mantefl took off 
to roestigate a UFO, and becwne Aiiei La’s first UFO- 
related f atofity. As a readt of the legal wr anglings 
which foAowed this case, uime^ fix and his wife 
moved to San Antonio, Texas, wh re ther sons bocaic 
boyhxid playmates of one Whitley StHeber. At about 
this time * the era of the first Soviet sputnik - Strieber 
and his friends formed a rocket ckb, which reahd 
the front page of the local p^e whom they lo#cM a 
*f rognfc’ - a home made rocket carrybg a frog 


It is interesting to spoliate 
what might have happened If, 

Here I must mention a after Ns awesis tour of Eirape 

piece of information that has come Strbber hod c fcgdrd to settle 09 

from or America Correspondent 

notrvg, I ; T n a td rterent 

Martin Kottmeyer, which he came inteiectuaJ cfemate he wodd hove 

across too late for nduskvi in his born a ci#turai raider, and the 

article 'Entbely Unpredisposed' ri the 'visitor experiences wotid have 

artide Kottmeyer descried some wot4J t*«y have 

remarkable correspondences between differently if his ffc-st contacts 
fimandSF treatment of the ^sn **** *he world of ufology had 

experience, and reaHfe abducUon uftAjgi3t5 rathcr than HapkSn? 

reports, fci partiniar an epsode of the The cHUret identity between the 
sixties ST SBTES TuA^)t Zone, rnirH flhtrtkn experience and North 

’The Beleron Steld’ shown on /Wcai Ae«Hc«> society is so strong 
TV a few days before the tfl Case, <p«~B»ArU) that my suspck^ b 

Ydicwudpuciuicuc.xuoc, that Strieber just wodd not have 

which features afans with 'wraparcm#vJ’ tN»e experiences, 

eyes as (fescrfaaJ by the H’s - a 

featire not previously r muyk ed on h *i ^ WOi ^ aiso he ki teres ting tc 

, . u .. w I apnaiate whot might hove been 

contact cases. Martm Kottmeyer 1 7T .. „ ~ . 

7 I the reslit if Streber’s f rat 

draws out attention to a piece of | contact with ufology had been via 

from the fin: 1 the Swefah men du s 

CREATURE: I analyse your eyes, h a! | <kascr«*d in John Sj*ncer’s 

the iswers^, n afl the unities beyurn II _ , / _. _ _ 

7 /J Kuhhzrrvwvt and Ame Groth. 

aB the inverses, a* who have eyes, ' Sperar's boc* is a plea for 
have eyes that speak. And aB speak the abduction researxh - indeed UFO 

same language. rcae ® T ^ ■"* ®J - to be 

nmrru t _, * . • _ n .. witness-led rather than 

^AJITH Cawed, RitnqLR=d): How can you , , . _ _ .. 

J J researcher-tad. The awvcntion 

speak my ^nach to obductKs by 

CREATURE: I learn each word just ufologists, he dwe, leads to a 

before you speak it. Your eyes teach story emerging which contains 

to the ufologist’s or tofxz pIop, 

mp ^ f T 

and he makes the point that an 
Now OTTpa'e this with a abductee presented to a past- 

rmxar kijhle section of the trarsexipt of lives iracodw might come up 
Barney HB s hypnotic regression’ uwth a variation on a i diwrtijt 

BARNEY: Yes. they won’t talc to me. sto ^ ™ s 

7 suggestion with Inks to some 

Oniy the eyes are to me. H-H recent US rcsetrx^ which I shal 

don’t understand that. Oh - the eyes i look at ri a moment. He points as 

don’t have abody. They're just eyes... I 00 of witrwsss-ied 

.. . , ... , . I investigation a Swedish abduction 

It is dear that we have here a I 7^ ir .,, . .. . ,. 

ft case from 1974,*ivestjgated by 

most significant ckje to the origins of | and Groth. 

the rrodem Anwxtan abduction Here the initial event seems 

experience Titxiv«ntjonaf enough: a man 

returning home in a lonely country 
area suffers a missing tone period 


after a dose encoimter with a mysterious Bght. An 
initial hypnotic nym^ abi prodcas a naTatwe of 
abduction by fair toA, ’aoiFtroisfio^mt’ bangs who 
cvremra^ated by Wjscai tones’. The percipient, 
’Anders 5 was not happy with the Assertion of the 
hvestigotiDn, end at this poevt Groth wos rrtreduced 
to the case. He abandoned hypnotic refpaskw* and 
aiov ^id the witness to move the rn/estigation into the 
ejections he felt happiest with 

The investigations, under the per ci pients own 
(frvtov began to move ^vay raAaiy from the 
conventkRial fries we expect from a UFO-kivotigotor 
dke ct ed case, and w\ a far more mysticaly ra fced 
area, with both txesbgsbr, percipient, and ot h er s 
engaged in dowsira) and the rmge of Activities we 
thmk of as 'earth-mysteries’, and working with such 

kudofri, and the Gaia concept. It is hard to see how 
the riuestigation might contrme, and it aeons irfkely 
that it vM ever come to what most ufologists woiid 
consider a 'concfejakvV. if nothing else one must adi k e 
the sheer patience of Ki/^snara and Groth, who smn 
to have spent yeas and years f ciDwrg the whims of 
ther obductoe. I gima many Vivestigator-iecf 
roe fl d p s wotid hove givm it up as a bad job yes*s 
ago. It is also oppareit that the ^jproach taken by 
both kivestigators and percipient is infViencBd by 
drftiral concepts of society and land that are 
disti n-Uely Scoxkiaiaf 

A major part of the book is an oxnnt of the 
S 0 ifrvd (no ptn intended, or was it just a Freurikn 
sfip?) HI Cose. Spencer’s approach was outfrned ri his 
tdfr to the BUFORA Intenotod Conference in 1906, 
and a recent series of articles it UFO /mass. He 
concludes broacfi^» that the hffl case arose from 
barT^y’s dream o opj kic o after the sighting of a 
relatively low-key UFO cfcraig the cturae of thex 
drive. Barneys experience were shared, comoisly 
and i rare coi^y, with Betty, unti they jointly 
e m erged ckxHng the corse of the rivestigatkm. 

It is sirprshg that Spefxjg . a long-true 
BIFORA Committee M em b er , seems unaware of the 
naUre of much of Irtish ufology, and its divergence 
from the Amokm pattern as does Ed Coroy. I find it 
cfifficuft to accept his constant assertions that 
British abduction rese^rho-s are simply foftuwkx) in 
the footsteps of the llnnos. He la a nji to vnply 
that most British researc h ers are akrpty Hopkkis 
danes - this is happiy far from the case. In fact his 
constant horprig of the ETH dmin^Uyi of &ttish 
ufology is irritotir^j end detracts from his bodL Of 
exm^ae, there are Ekrtish rtsse^chers who are stifi 
att a ched to the ETH, just as there are A n mi L a> 
r eze t y dxj o who hove jettisoned rt; but the overall 
pictire b very effferent from Spencer’s crricatiR-e. 

But even in AmcrcA attitudes are cfven^^g. and 
Hnpkris hmcelf seems to beori^ an irm^effibgly 
belated figure with his naive sfanarc of aken 
inte r br c eding and genetic expe rim ent s. As I mentioned 
ri the Erftoriai of Mmp w m* 3S, the abduction 
exp er i en ce in Am ca b now begnog to attract the 
attention of psydiok^bts, therapbts and other 
mental-health prof ssionab. as wed as engaging the 
attention of parapsyd tkg sts who have up to now 
been working in other f elds. 

A very interesting report by the Near Death 
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Experience researcho- Kenneth Ring has recently 
come ocr way by mysterious means. In it he 
surmorbsa a psychological profiig cap iia e onongst 
abductees, NDE e xp o waits, and, as controls, 

» into these subjects. He finds, as wi be 
i to faithful ■ ■ i readers, a 
considerable de gree of simtaSty between the two 
groups of experients. He also claims that the resiits 
do not show any sgvfk^it deycc of TaiUsy 
pjcp s 1 amongst the two experient groups. I am 
rather docMfii about the signifcam of this 
os the questions dcaiged to beta n ee fantasy 
proneness not only seem extreme!y subjective - 'Did 
you day^ean a lot as a chid?* - but in many cases 
suggest the a n s wer the ro arihj would Eke to lea*. 
They seem to be makkig the r ^infe it choose 
bet weai "Are you a dui, ixwiterestflig St tie bore”, and 
"Are you a sensitive, fascinating hunai being who has 
lots of c xat frw} things happen to him?**. 

Just as interesting as the 


experience, and a history of chicfioad sexual abuse 
towards the abductee (a fkidkig which is reinforced 
by the Ring survey mentioned above). But there is 
another side to such hvoManeit which wil also need 
to be 

In on article in the Joiuary 1990 issue of 
t&JFON UFO-kmMTtal (S3 Rkna Laibow looks at the 
ovTfksivitary roles of the amater ufologists and 
the profeskmoJ therapist. Much of the article is a 
sensible analysis of how these two groups can work 
together - the therapist bokhg after the interests 
of the itlviriud ana n od, the ufologists putting the 
rrfvickiai experience into a wider perspective. 
Towards the end however, her paper turns into a plea 
for the ttvsropist to be able to ch ag e a fee for 
her/his work with the obdLctee. The ufologsts, she 
argues, are a iowed to profit from the books and 
rtides they write on abductions (wefl, sane do, most 
don’t, not even those who get thee* books translated 
Mo JapanesaJ, so it is only 


of the experients ore the far, isn’t rt, that the 

ropises of the investigators. As l^ft Wi th profsaknal therapist shoiid 

Ring ibscrbs than they are hady X-.xxxxX .-xxXXX . also turn an honest pony 

a *conrirol grm^r’ - a real central MlC St t without ch arg e s of 

wodd sirdy be a randan of CCFtiltft ’profiteering’from the IFO 

people with fittle or no interest in the XXX X X .• x x. vi-XvX cximnuity. One Awgr M i 

conclusion that 


the majority of 


subjects. Indeed, they show 
requccs often remarkably simio* 
to the expooits. It would appear 
that be co ming jMereoietiwi MJCs or 

UFOs is aknost as fife-changng an ROilifi tO hflVC hostty between abduction 

experience as having an fcOE or UFO X XX ^. *?X . r+ mw i and 

x^xxxtheir 


cj j i napftfa »t has 
commented that there is 

. already the suspicion arising 

‘ UOt0^S ftf©: in the USA that the Rowing 


e x p er i en ce. It is also of note that 

casistaiiiy mtre to the ’strange’ 
side of the equation that NDE 
investigators’ - sometims in fact 
more ’Strangs’ than NDE e xp o wa its. 


most 


p rof eaaknda (such os that 

traumatic x te ^ H ^Lr dLaa ^l 

is because the latter see the 


experiences, and 


■ os ’siphoning off* 


__ their lives, 

Perhopa re f l ecti ng the fact that M)E explored and profesakvub do hove a fair 

stucfies are a more ’acceptable’ topic P Vnldinpd hv 3 argonort. We are desig with 

for research thoi UFO a hiohlu tra«d 


highly trained people whose 


trained^ 


In TJMgevwtswxfi 
Abductions (4) (which, you wi be 
to lea*, is soon to be 
p Afa hedh a J^utae ecftion) I put 
f arwa*d the sugstion that the 
Eduction ex p er i ence, is a symptom rather than a 
cause of personafity change. It now seens that 
bsmag htowstad in UFOs may be a symptom of a 


group of poorly time is mon e y and the re 


amateur 


hobbyists. 


Ring’s Merest in ufology, via ^ducrtkms, is 
significant, aid is an exampl e of the 
'professkn^bation 1 of UFO, particiiaty abdMion 
resaadi This trend has got furthest in Arrarba, 
whore psyctMogbsts, psydkoidyabt md therapists 
are movMj into the ^dirkxrtian field One of the bating 
fgrss in this move is the af aei mr ii i wmi Rkna 
Lobow, a psychotherapist who is one of the prone 
movers of the sonMrvysterious TREAT - Treatment 
and RaseMi of Experienced Anankos Trauma. 

In the last Hyjai odtorid I Mjjie d the 
appearoice J i uq st abduction researchers of 
profcBskrad psychologists, therapists, etc^ 
potiaiirly as arrwit rraaaxk is cmthkg to show 
same sort of cum:lion between the <hdxrtian 


fcnit to the anant of i^paid 
work they can do on a 
dvMtdbb basis. But here we 
have the fuidonmtal 
question: who pays? The 
ddciem I hjua dvca? In oiy other cose where 
people are undergoing private treatment by a medical 
afaafat, this ts the rasa, but how maiy dddmir 
could afford it? Are those who can’t to be left, as 
now, to the te nd er nerces of the untrakied 
ufoiaejst? Or shadd the ufologists pay? Fkie if 
th ei chance of a profitable book in rt, but I can’t 
see too maiy ufologists forking out the fees that 
any quaified psychiatrist or psychotherapist wuid 
be aakhg * wyrrarfy in Am La wlei t they ore paid 
afcnost as much pkanbers. I siypme in Britain there’s 
the pKsbity of Mction therapy on the National 
Health - oh, wei then, Mr Gate, there isn’t. 

So we are left with the afcnost certain 
oonckjsmn that the majority of kikdora are gang 
to have ttw- most traunatic ex perienc es , and theb 
Ives, explored and exploited by a ytxp of poorly 
trarad, amator hobbyists. 

Samir’s bung taken for a ride, but I 
the fife of me work out who. 


I can’t for 


I Splicer, John. 
Perspectives. 
Macdonald 1990. 
£ 12 , 95 . 


Rimmer, John. 
Evidence for 
Afien 


Aquarian Press, 
1984. Available 
from AAmpama for 
£200, inrdu*Jng 
post and packing. 


MUF0NUFO 
Jamal, 103 
ddiowne Rd, 
Segiii, TX 78155- 
4099, USA. 

Greatly iip wed 
under its presort 
ecfitnr, the 
JcumaJ is now a 
major forum for 
debate on the 
abdctlai 
phrarmn in 
the USA. 
Recommended 



































































































































Tbit article 
is from a 
book 

published 
in London 
in 1826. It 
is Volume 
III in a 
series 
entitled: 

The Family 
Oracle of 
Health; 
Economy, 
Hedicine 
and Good 
Living; 
Adapted to 
all Banks 
of Society, 
from tbe 
Palace to 
tbe Cottage, 
Ey A.F. 
Crell, HD. 
FBS.. and 
W.M. 
Wallace. 
Esq., 

Assisted by 

a 

Committee 

of 

Scientific 

Gentlemen. 



CMC! READERS may have made the 
that Lhe face of | 
at 

■uch ike a timing cool as any thaag 
can wel be conceived It was prohah^y , 
face of this kind that augyatod 
ShakeapeaVs description of 
Bardolph's nose. 

We read m the tra 
Cdoperdwapers that in 1632, a < 

[ the lo wer who for three years 

had used apritava fiqurs to such emna that 
she voiid take no other mrbhwt, hsvmg sat 
l on a straw chaa to ! 


i laiii—irt in the right tine, so that mt morning 
no part of her was found but the ski^, and the 
eatroe jcants of the fa aju i* ; afl the rest of her 
body, says J a cobaou a, was raherd to ashes. 

The fakjwt^ extract of the nen t o of B iandtwi, is 
taken from the Arwmial Register for 1763. The Coeiffis 
Cxmdo Bad, of the town of Crvama, ag ed 62, on joyed 
a good state of health One evenmg, having ex pe rienced 
a sort of ck-owsiness, she retrod to bed, and her maid 
ronaad with her tl she f el oa i ep . text mor ning when 
the gkH entered to awaken her mistress, she found 
not h ing but her romais, ki a most horrid uidi ui 

At the (bierz of foir feet from the bed was a 
heap of ashes, ki which cocid be efistir^isted legs and 
arms unttxjeh e cl Betw een the legs lay the head, the 
brain of which, together with half the posterior part of 
the crarman, and the whole dtm\ had be e n consigned , 
three fogers were fexmd ki the state of a coat the rest 
of the body was reduced to ashes, and cmimd no oB; 
the tallow of two carries was melted on a table, but the 


wicks stl refu se d, and the feet of the cswfestacks 
were aiwu ui with a certain moisture. The bed was not 
dsruKjed, the bed clothes and tuvofri were raised up 
and thrown on one side, as is the case when a person 
gets up. The f umitire and tapestry were awesJ with 
a moist kind of soot, of the cdo tr of ashes, which had 
penetrated rito the drawers and dirtied the finen. This 
soot hflvvg been onveyed to a reigftnrv^ kitchen, 
adhered to the wais and the utensis. A piece of bread ki 
the opboard was covered with rL and no dog woukd 


SPONTANEOUS 

COMBUSTION: 

a nineteenth 
centnnj vie* 


touch rL The infectious odoia* had been aararsaw^fttfl 
to othn^ apart nwil E. The Arvmial Register states, that 
the Cantfiss Gem was accustomed to bathe her 
body in esnpho-ated sprit of wrae. 

An instance of the Bee kind is p a avqj in the 
same mot, h a letter of Mr. Wkrer, siryi - m 9Asry 
Qubs, aged fifty, was much aridetad to intoxication. Her 
pr up reity to this vice had kttxetBed after the death 
of her hsbvd, which Kappeed a year and a half 
before; for about a ywr, scarcely a day had pwvd ki 
the course of which she efid not daik at least half a pint 
of run or ori ieid water. Her health graduaiy dried, 
and about the begnvg of February, she was attacked 
by the juavfcz, and confkied to her bed. Though she 
was of much action, and not ki a cxrrit kw\ to 

work, she stl continued her old habit of c k k4> xj every 
day, and soring a pipe of tobacco. The bed ki which she 
lay, stood paraAel to the chkrwy of the ap a r t w—it; the 
dstacc from it was about three feeL On Satindey, the 
1st of Mirch, she f el on the Hoar, and her extrenre 
veakiess having prevented her from getting up, she 
ron ikiid in that state tl some one entered and put her 
to bed The fdowk^ night she wished to be left alone; a 
woman quitted her at half past d uu ov and, accordmg 
to custom, shut the door and locked iL She had put on 
the fre two large of coal, and placzd a fight ki a 

carries tick on a chair, at the head of the bed At half 
after Five ki the wnkg . a smoke was seen issi^g 
UmgK the wkvtow, and the door being speedkigty 
broke open, some fl ues which were ki the roan w ere 
soon gutingiaNad 

Between the bed and the chkrray, were found 
the ranms of the unfortunate Ckjes; one leg and a 
thigh were stl entre, but there rrvnsed not h ing of 
the skin, the museks, and the viols' a. The beres of the 
craim, the breast, the Sfwie, and the upper 
extrarftiDo, w ere entirely edehed, and cdvui sJ with a 
whitish ef fkr The people were much sia'jreeri 

that the firrftire had sustained so fittie kijury. The 
side of the bed which was next to the dvrvey, had 
suffered the most; the wood of it was sightly tma-nt, 
but the feather bed. the clothes and eraoe tg w ere 
safe. I entered the apartment about 



















two hors of tor li had beat ty a al , and daon^d that 
the wrfa and every U^g in it were bldctjeradt that it 
was fSad with a vwry rfif aj uyxr; hut that 

nothing mapt the body exhkated any strong traces of 
fVe." 

This hstance has gfeat sindarity to that related 
by Vicq cf Azyr, in the EncydapcdBac M Ladder 

the head Tsthobgi: Anatomy of Man." A woman about 
60 yeas of agp, who nklgpd to excess h spirituous 
Gquors, and got (tui every day before she went to bed, 
was found o it idy bmt and redded to ashes. Scone of 
the msaix parts csdy war e left, but the furniture of 
the qw-bnert had suffered very it tie donags. Vicq 
cPAzyr, nstead of cfisbe&eving this phenomenon, adds, 
that ths'e have hwn moiy other distances of the Bte 
khi 

The tracctxve of the Royal Society of Linden 
pesoit also an distance of hmai avriiistion no less 
extras dury. It was mentkned at the tine it Kqpaaj 
in al the joLm^s; it was then attested by a great 
rauhr of ey»wbBsas, and tecane the sihject of a 
great many learned dbcussions. Three anuits of this 
event, by efifferent authors, al nearly arode. The fact 
is related as fGlows: "Grace Pitt, the wife of a 
fishmonger of the pdsh of St. Ooncnt, Ipswich, aged 
about 60, had contracted a habit, which she con tamed 
for se^ai yeas, of coming down eve^ night frtan her 
bed-room, half-<Hasai, to stroke a pipe. On the nk^vt of 
the 9th of Apri, 1744, she got up from bed as icuaL Her 
daughter, who sipt with her, efid not p erceive she was 
absent tl next iiuiag when she awoke, soon afto* 
which she put on her clothes, and goaig down into the 
kitchen, found her mother stretched out on the right 
side, with her head near the grate; the body edavkd on 
the hearth, with the legs on the floor, Cwhkh was of deal, 
) having the appearance of a log of wand, afouned by a 
fre, without ppatart flam. On behokfng this apedode, 
the grl ran in great haste and pema^d over her mother's 
body some water, cmtnd h two large vessel, in 
co-dp- to sxti^iah the fire; whie the foetid odour and 
smoke which exhaled from the body, abnst suffocated 
some of the rectors who had hastened to the gaf s 
assistance. The trtnk was, in some ncaur, bu b a ted, 
and rcprhfcd a heap of coals covered with white ashes. 
The head, the a i rs , the legs, and the thighs, had also 
potkipotel in the THa women, it is add, had 

(hfk a la~ge quantity of spHtmus Iquor h 
avsaquencs of be i ng over joyed to hear that one of her 
daughters had retirad from Gferaitar. There was no 
fre ai the grate, and the cande had bimt enta-dy out ai 
the caikstki, which was cbse to her. Bfekfin, there 
were fold near the aveuned body, the c fcj thes of a 
chid and a paper skreen, which had sustnd no hjiry 
by the fre. The (keu of this wonsi aiested of a 
cotton gown. 

Le Cat, in a ueiu on spontaneous, brrvg ma i t kws 
several other inst a n ce s of corbiation of the lunoi 


the heath in her UUiu t A part of the head only, with a 
portion of the tawr ext/ pie t ies and a few of the 
uotdraa, had atryeri comhation. A foot and a half of 
the fl uuia^ iivbr the body, had beoi coemid, but a 
kneadgtrough and a powckring tub, vrfvdi were very 
nov the body, sustained no injury. M Oritem, a 
9trgeo>, o a i kw d the renoim of the body with every 
judeial forvnafity. Jean Met, the husband, being 
nbmqaied by the judges Who instituted the ■nqii'y 
hto the off ok*, (hdoe^ that about eight in the e v ek g 
on the 19th of Fdruoy, he had ret i red to rest with his 
wife, Who not bag able to skqv had gona into the 
titdhen, where he thx^it she was wvnwg herself; 
that, havvig f aien asleep, he was awakened about two 
o'clock with an inf art ke is odour, and that hakq rtn to 
the kitchen, he found the renaiD of his wife h the 
state Ckscrtjed in the report of the pbyskians and 
The jiaiges hakg no sicpcin of the real 
of this event, pram/tpJ the affair with the 
utmost dgpvz. It was very inf ortimate far Met that 
he had a handsome servant maid, for n ei th e r his probity 



It vas very unfortunate For 
Millet that he had a handsome 
servant-maid for neither his 
probity nor innocence was 
able to save him from the 
suspicion of having got rid of 
his wife 


was able to save him from the stcpickm 
of h^/kx) got rid of his wife by a cxr w_ & t ed plot, and of 
having arranged the rest of the craiiotacES in atch 
a mover as to give the ^pcaance of an aaknt He 
experienced, thoefere, the vrfvde severity of the law; 
and tfough, by an to a stperkr and very 

enfightened court, which (fecrvenJ the caise of the 
amtistbn, he came off victorious, he suffered so 
rrajkJi from imckeaa of iiuid, that he was iHyd to 
pass the remakvder of his mdaxhdy days in an texspitak 
The (miti^ty and unifcrTnrty of these facts, 
which cmrrcd h cKffe r a i t and woe attested 

by so many enfightoied men, cary with them cxnvicika^ 
they Km such a relation to each other, we are v e k e d 
to ocrfce them to the sane carve. 1st. The peraoe 
who upoBiej the effects of this ctorficstinn, had 
for a long tone made immoderate use of spHtimus 
fiqueo-s. 2nd. The avibotion took fkii. only in wuiui. 
3rd. These woibi were far advanced in ife. 4th. Their 
bafcs (fid not take fre i print ri nusly, but v o re burnt 
by gxJ d H nt Sth. The extredt^, such as the feet and 
body. THovka^" says he, "spent several months at Rliiiu, hands, woe spared by the fire. 6th. Water some tones, 

instead of eriirx^kshkxj the flans which pm oad ad 
frtan the parts on fre, gave them mere activity. 7th. 
The fre (fid vey It tie dana^; and often spaed the 
anbstUe objects, Uich were in contact with the 
ham body at the rou i l wfui It wtao faurkg. 9tK 
The conohustion of thebdes left a resafiaan of fat 
foetid wrhn, with an uebna, stxkhg and wry 


ai the yturs 1724, aid 1726,1 fadged at the touae of« 
Met, vrfvnse wife got aftoxicateri every day. The 
domestic nau iry of the famiy was by a 

pretty yotg gri, which I must not omit to ronark, in 
carts' that al the ckruiDtaecs which ajm i pik d the 
fact I am about to relate, may be better uvbrsbxd. 
This wmat was found cxrauriwd on the 20th of 
Fdruay 1726, at the cfistonce of a foot mol a half from 


Anyone who 
reads this 
book today 
will 

certainly be 
grateful for 
the National 
Health 
Service. 
These days 
we do not 
expect to 
have 
mercury 
prescribed 
for 

indigestion; 
nor do we 
expect to 
be bled 
with 

leeches or 
have 

purgatives 
or clysters 
(enemas) 
administered 
for 

practically 
any Illness 
you can 
think ofl 
There is 
some 

f ascinating 
material in 
this volume, 
but I think 
our readers 
will 

consider 
this item 
most 

relevant to 

their 

interests. 
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fY ELUSIOV says the CO-D-, is a ijmjci s that 
■ « entais cfa n c nts of 'rjqwokw} or being irfnaoi 

1 : m arf; a 'fabc wy es aian 1 or an unfolded 
WLJf 'apnorV. T h er e is a cfetrict feeing of malaise 
:::::::::::: about the cnrcap t So what about ‘Ajslons’, 
with which they ore often confcmittd? These ore 
si ypmai to have an oviHyhg physical stanukis, 
though the (fctiwy suggests that hare also 
'cfcsasption' of soie khd, if not the vey same dsbaive 
\M cass, may be at woHl At the very least Visions 
trigger off a false b ofcy f regardng the natiro of the 
abject percei ved. 

Ecstatics and mystics, -who are prone to such 
aflfsjrd deviations from sanity have not always b een 


good news for the (hrch. the more : 
antics of saints who insisted on cfon^jtive activities 
Bee fYyhg about drvg Ghana savvas war e frowned 
upon rather than ancaragod by thsr sypeHors: the 
whole bahess was more embarrassing than ectfying. 
A crucial aspect of the a LP i a i i was one of ctalit. 


since there was a strong aua^eam in the minds of 
t halnj i m s of eftabnic invdvenait Wei might the 
enfightened Rawsso Jestii van Spee wander how 
the pocr- judge was axyctod to "dstingdah between 
the vision and realty". At a psyc^iukmjral level, 
scholars were aware that one could eaaly be tricked 
by hysterics and nourtdkais. Joseph of Gpatko 
(whom we have previously (focussed 'n Jbporaif 28, 
January 1988) was as above suspicion as was. 


p uMut lrfy, Gmw wife. As oi a ce* e di ted cadUota 
for csoiMtkv) he coiid be enaiaed for fbothg 
about the choir (evm if kwfcrd an aakea by the 
v uryi J , whereas Magddwi Ouda of GnbvQ rising 
above her station - rai an al too fiteral sense - narrowly 
escaped the st^eil) 

Mental bdaco is not icuostence with 
(Manlrwd nfofprqytArap Jiwmg otherwise healthy 
peo pl e in ex t ie i e they may Urn out to be as 

w ei rd and urweafetJe as ^ cm <ngd a or cats of the 
same edar, and phantasmal sights can be triggered 
off by danre pro ce ss es . They are uaiialy the 
voowyS 'private p upj l y*, but sue (&g. at Fatana) 


are shared the exdryveeM of UFO abductions is 
famSar ground hfistoric^By witches felt Ursat aid 
by brave apparttiarxa to which thrd parties CBte 
their judges) were vsensibb. Revny efid not consider 
this a good rramm for dsbbf since they would stfl 
an^foi of demoni c affiction when on the pofcit of 
being btrotJ2) But Remy denied that they cmid raise 
the dead, who only appoand to be aAveI3) 

In post-meefievai Errand and Amrica 'spectral 
evidence’ was the jucficial foch~pin in trials for 
scrary. It was twofold aithr ewfo Le that the 
oajcvaj had octuoly been seen at the vkiEieor 
'witches Sabbath 1 ; or evdnz of aonraie havvvg 
a ppe a red in spectral form to do harm, usuaAy in the 
guise of an araMtah^ed vnp. If in beiai ftmeaa it 
recais the yiantmvs of the Kvvg’ of psydfoal 
research, but with the addUvid cl a munt of males 
flfti ~ an cd ar mj n t of p ai U t toUd o wi m rare 

in i i udm i azard Entranced and frams/swal, the 
victim might show srpbrg paravrmd ppua^ 
Uncorroborated tm J However - were 

taken aeiialy with dre avoopna, But 
aveibvTtiuB judges wer e insasy about 
contraficUry teatsnony that the supposes cu^jrit 
had been seen at the itruJMwhie sleep at home! It 
was confictmg evdvts of this kind that gave rise to 
fnsgjwvp on the part of the juftjay. 

To fuel the ctvifuakm it was feared that the 
urtrvtg Agent of afl that (fomays and rvfobads honest 
inun aid wwui c o u l d wvth Ms kiviios cuikt) 
fabricate a 's^ArtBs' in^smstin by the 
temporary creation of a cxwvvkg lay-figure defying 
bidin At the most prMtive ksvd of decuptfan 
that notiras servant of the Lowo“ Region, the 
cany Isobel Gawds, put a tim e into her conjugal bed 
to take her place whist she was absent elsewhere* 
Such inf 'anile tricks defeattad the staple, but evoked 
brain in more sophisticated quartos. Among the 
r r.Bg ioua, "Tvtsm H yp om was that her 

outward form was mauied not only by her guodn 
angel but on several axmos by the davi."U) 
Increase Motho* would have it that "The devi mbs 



































9 


witches to dream strange dreams of themseh/es and 
others”. This is not a far cry from Lewis CaroJPs Red 
Queen, nor i n d e e d (shorn of its myttnjkmpr^i trappings) 
from Schrenck-Notzing’s 'exttrkwis^l ckeams* by which 
his physical medkms brought into temporary existence 
phantom figures more or less tangible. 

On the debit side it was argued that the whole 
sorry business be cfamrssed with costs as a decision 
and conf abiiation. Thus the good and humane Bfehop 
Ikitchrem ai i p bireri of foil being tricked by an 
Yitemai image' devoid of objective existence: a theory 
to please Tyrei, the great champion of the non¬ 
physic afity of app^itkr^. had he ever delved into the 
rmrky waters of witchcraft. 

One safient point at osus was as usual a 
tha^yai one: vdiether the Akrighty would permit the 
gutless to be *f ramerf; and much of the incidoit 
discussion is pertinent to the quest for the physical 
component of phantom figures* wh et her manifesting as 
spontaneous phenomena - in which case the data do not 
f avoir it - or of the ^nbutfied entities of yesterday's 
seance-room for materiaftsation, where the evidence 
points in that cfrectionlS) An ERzabethan narrative 
lustrates some of the problems of olt main theme. 

Scice there had been a series of crimes in a 
certain house defying exportation, a night-vigI was kept. 
In the early hors of the morning a Veverori matron', 
the 'most noble lady of the town 1 was frewited in the 
nick of tine from nt nkn ng a craded infant. Thee was 
no question of mistaken identity. In view of her status 
this could deaiy be nene other than a case of 
in| 0 s<vetot a cfabofic trick to impicate an i wi. e it 
party&O 

Anglo-Saxon victims of witchcraft seem oiyway 
to have quite a flak* for identifying f#wrrtasrr^rkd 
simulacra durkig hysterical seizures, and in nanwig their 
physical Gouiteperts even when bfindfofcJed. they knew 
'al about’ thee* supposed t u m wai t ers, but tk/tchraon 
questioned the kgdtyof such evidwx, which he 
efisekssed as the ’fantastic notions’ and ’sickly 
visitations’ of 'crack-bramerf girls who left the Yves of 
innocent men naked without defence. 1 

Notwithstanding the steady decine of befief in 
demonology in the coirse of the eighteenth cxntiryJCT) 
there were even half-way dd-fashkimd scientists Ske 
Jean Pontas who "could not whaiy cast aside the 
authority of the past.’TS) 

In as far as hafcjckiations and dekfioro were 

sipor^braiy induced rather than as natird states of 
temporary psydfekgcd aberration. 

The Restoration scholar and writer Joseph 
Qanvfl st1 ckrtg to a false dchotonvy of 'ghosts’ as 
either the shades of the dead (Le. reveenia) or the 
deceits of a Ukroua demon’, and some of the 
statwyemts to the carts cannot fafl to raise a wry 
smie at the upeue of the simple informant, no dniit 
acting in good faith. One such saw a lock of wool 
ttro^i a cottage wkidow and identified it as ’white and 
black imps’ - no laghvg matter as far as the inhabitant 
of that cottage was concemedXS) StM, there is ahvays 
the cuioLB epcuirlr relating to that archetypal witch 
Bridget Bishop, a madekus and terrifying crone who 
practised the Sack Arts. Richard Conm testified that 
she, together with anothar, had invaded his bed- 
chanber. Coman was in bed with his wife and, since a 
Bght was b utig prmunoby atJ awoke. Th es e two 


unkivited and uninviteig spectres made themselves 
avaiable for a repeat pcrftrmacc the next night when, 
as in the case of an ordinary haunting the poor man 
was aknost thrown out of bed. A relative of his then 
joined the fun to observe at first hand Not, it is true, 
without some verbal suggestion the newcomer was 
strangely affected and suffered a spefl of aphasia, the 
fact that the experience was shared (there was stR 
another witness) rekiforces the vafidity of the 
observations, such visitations being then invariably 
attributed to sinister causesXIO) 

The phenomenal aspects of this accont are 
worth cookferkv}, Except in tveaited houses or places, 
apparitions are usuady seen once only, and to be 
favimred with the sight of more than one phantom at 
any tkne is rare outside the UFO-related encounter. 

The SPR Census of Mafluckiations of 1894 concedes 
that where there are two or more persons present, 
about one third share the experience - with the 
strproing proviso that the vision ts most probably an 
9usion respired by a *reaf object-til) The rrvmkate 
stkmdua may be, it was thought, either mental 
suggestion or verbal suggestion. The investigators 
fevemd ou e d d suggestion on the grcmmds that there 
is experimental evidence for telepathacafy practiced 
hahjcktations. 



"A malicious and terrifying erme vrtw 
practised the Blade Arts..." 


In a rec a n t study by Green and IkOwy, afparttkns 
show (ha yace with regard to the ’object’ 

in vaew. This also, as we shal presently see, K^pred in 
the case of Joseph Bailey and his wife, whose psychic 
experiences, characteristicaAy contaminated with 
denuic features, are nvathebo instructive. On thek* 
way to Boston, Moss, the ctxjple ^ro a hd the 
rorkvcB of one John Procter, then in prison on a 
charge of witchcraft, vdan Baiey catches sight of the 
said Procter (or his double?) knkkig out of the wkidow 
and Iks Procter stanefrig in the doerway. tk j wev ir , al 
Iks Baiey sees is "a St tie maid at the door”. Stfl en 
rout# the husband co m es across an ivkdentified female, 
again invisible to his apmise. 

Haem rightly insists on the quaftty of the 
ovidwa, ^jparrrOy given ki al good faith, with due 
attention to detal and without glmaig over 
dao^ aiha . Were it not for the h^rk^ataJT?) 
figure of the girl seen by Iks Baiey her fmxaborvfs 
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No tang 


r i d cu io u s 
in ci de n t (a 
skefetm that 



figar w hi ch he 
tiev not to be 


edwriire h the peavrmd be atirhitod to a 

nu tid avvftkn, of which there b sane hftcaUn in 
the wrath*. Of cone Ns f An to see the gH Gf 
phyaerfy preaertt) mc^ht be de to an Awed 
pKraqptkFx The spectral woman who ^roacha him 
later tom into a cow; a tr w i s mngrtfication that 
(jg tm with seve n t om th caittry - but much less with 
prosit day - bdef dnetira. Even so, senior things 
are afteged to h a ppe n dose to or oum tines. In an 
SPR occomt Mr Jotvi Bcrrett is cennzed by a sheeptke 
creatirc ev^oratwig before his very eyes in bright 
suiight Elsewhere one hears of a calf with glmag 
eyes that ab^ly fades away fte an old snhfcr, and of a 
ewine kinkrrj beast tinning into a black donkeyllZ) h 
1QS3 a most tr ee thd n white rabbit was seen ri the 
West Country. Given an utcid kick it prudently 
dematwSAsed at the but "the old wunai who 

was Tirpwtmi was laid up b bed for thr m days 
ofterwatb un a bl e to wdk dnutTlX 

The African explorer Harry B. Wright was f aHy 
sore that he had witnsse fyr a r tb tp yJU) Eate 
Mremdoia had defied pnplw opkwwi by dbbefieving in 
something so patently absurd, just as Remy was to 
dsown exp iss*- p t of mythmau Bee ireiarvFjjhsb 
of man nto waff (Wrist's hod bvdvcd leopards). But 
Ifredis eivbagsd "deceits of the dev#", 
Remy expiotJy (brvmad hefish "sesary ddisko and 
Babb to Manpt hunan perception” to the 
point at which men were sure that they had actuAy 
seen and hewd what was pudy onaginay. 

h the nahrbua HdbaiidAaiwihe 
Withers doom the heresy* that "the knagnation of 
some men is so vivid that they aciualy see Fgres and 
<ypuracea which are but the reflection of ther 
thmjghts, and then they are befieved to be ^p^Ttkrrs 
of evi spirits or even spretres of witck*s.” Exper i ence 
stows that vbbns of ties Idhd are spwttiraacJy 
generated and scholars Hie Sr Thomas frowne G60S- 
02) resized that those most eager to see them are by 
and iage the least ftdy to do so (IS) just os the 


odaguidbd afa^biai who tries to attract SotoiS 
attention b afcnost bound to be unimaafii On the 
other hand, the Fed has an unpleasant habit of 
fcrcbg hbedf on the good and adrtly by hdckg 
horrid shapes and dghiiikars on ther vA^gkvd field of 
AkwflOSqure Itnpasm can be quoted as an 
eurqbi A man of ipri^it character he Inane the 
I fim t victim of an exaapo-atrx^y tzafous pas? who 
played \rbdy treks’ on him and his famftyX17) Doors 
upuul of ther own a xr d "with a nobe os If half a 
dozen had cone h and (TBaol who shoAd cone h 
first, and wA about the hmse_” This hsdistaitial 
cavoicode, nfer^tlib to sight, one might be bc h wxi 
to tfanmss as an auefitory aberration foisted by a 
persistent syndrome of paraumd i qns skre, were 
it not that at another time the same hacdnld was 
affScted by a regular invasion of half-seen phantons 
consisting of "a great Body vdth two glairy Eyes, 
which for some tone wox fbuerf (ipn a servoit), and 
at last ( feqpa ef, evkkntiy to everyone's 

If this is aFei kj uri too ward, then what are 
we to make of Cotton Mather's spectral jig one 
Orbimas Day? A patient of his, Mercy Sort, is ^id 
to have be m token unawares by a avrpoiy or troop 
of spirits who "said that they were going to have a 
i mna fatdy those viho woe atterv^g her 
most pUmty heard and fdt a dace os of bre-faol 
pe ople upon the floor, whereof they are ready to 
moke oath before any bwfd ajtto^ty.TIB) 

It is dbr from Mother's oddtod note that he 
is not just tAng a tafl story. In fact there is a dose 
paralel from mo Arn tones. 19 Together udth soniar 
strange but weft-attested material it suggests a 
(ftt iia hbg fene of demarcation between ckdusiom and 
KAcT^tive on the one hand and a more objective 
and la mystery on the other. This border fine 

tium it, hard to embrace even within the semr 
mraolos reaftn of the pirmrnwi is one which, h my 
apirkn It wmid be orbitre-y to reject out of hard. 


Continued from Page One 


The data p~uv*fed by UFO reprta 
and hvesttgations of them contain much 
that wo idd be usef id to science, but 
potoitid reaea do j (bvioualy regard 
them as being tainted by the notoriety 
attached to ufology. The extraction of 
usef id eif armotion from the data is thus 
very much in the hands of anstar^ or 
qiAfied sdBitbts working rdq n ikntly, 
audi os Dr Terence Mbotn, who Is 
dvekpq his vortex theory to cauit 
for the crop Lrrfas 

This activity, by iakpeibni 
workers, ichg information gaihen-d by 
ufcdogists to further Ihr oum speciafist 
stubs, is ftdy to increase dreg the 
rkeiia, I thk it A also be armpAd 
by awi ihe - development, h 1997 the SOth 
«®¥k«ra<ry of Kuidh bnkh 
Abe ceteb ated. TWs event A hspkf 
some eithsbsts to oibat on the wot 


of siirimg up SO years of the UFO 
contf ova s y and trymg to place it *i an 
hbioxd prapAivc. There many 
questions to be asked. We know how 
ufology, h more or less its form, 

begoi, but what has sustaed it for sah 
a brig tone? Why do payle want to befeve 
that we are bdhg watched by 
extrotoToirial htApces? Is it a 
substitute for anveiicvd reigv\ as 
sprHiAm was to some extent dreg the 
late rkei eorth and eafy iwetifeih 
ceitirics? To what extent is ufology 
meitahod by smutimd peputar 
jcumdbm? 

The stnk/al of ufology as a 
pnpkrly rece apos ad field of hesUgativi 
and spars dation has always depended an a 
AA g a pread befief that the UFOs are 
manifestations of extraterrestrial 
■ihbjn ii That many penpb feel the 
need to bdkve INs Is attested by the 
success of books which merWy bait at the 


posACty that the extraterrestrial 
hypotheses (ETVD may be true. It is also 
d u i u u iraied by the roaitimt alown 
to eiyine who undertakes a critical 
evaluation of the ek kjve pr o oried The 
mom threat to the ETH, thou^v comes 
from those critics who have actoafty 
s tufad the sAject, peop l e who do not 
waste ther tone (femafishrg stories which 
few uf ologbts have ever befteved aiyway. 

It iiM i s to me that ufology h mere 
or less Its pres ent form wfl lest at least 
unti the end of the emtuy, as most 
adherents of the ETH are not susceptftde 
to reason, howg uiutind n eeds whiii 
can be to seine extent satisfied by 
aft hfihg cmt UFO raprts They wft, 
hiMUvu , find Ihrodvca WTMah ^ y 
Isolated from the msistream of the 
rn^stigation of IFO reports and othe 
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NEB AGE, 
SANE OLD STORY 

fl book review by 
Roger Sandell 


The quest for the era 





i adiw. The 
: AdYWitht ■ ov CT w n t Ml the I830S 
i the rvtm of Christ hi 1843 and 
I its awflaagc tlra^i iu 
via Rfierant pre aJBJu . Wh ai the i 
to m f he the msidiing sdisB hi the i 

> lad to the anghs of hhoval/s 
Seventh Day Adventists and the 

able to draw on the shaaaainic trafitnc of the 
for pvt of its hsfwaUn At a Mire 
-town Amii w~n vd into 
this ccnUry, the revvvafist arriaifl, frequently 
led by a figure as nirh a sKaaan as a p’liwhi, 

also was the figire of the Wdcinr dinner’, 

1 1 id hi the stvfes of Mai Tw» and the 
lofW.C Redds, daw I f of ■■ ■■ ihua 
for Ids dfara odd i iy be taken 
1 by tha pAh, bait who cnid always be 


Hu w c v u the great revival of the quest for 
the 040 iiatirai in Modern lavka began as 
pvt or the 'biiiab cumier-cuiurc; it had 
sewal (Afferent 1 mot nts In the nhetcoith 


pve itfpLd with the suffragette and onti-sbvay 

adherents as a progressive u nuri able to i^ve 
positive and scientific ans wers to questions 
f or a ert y vwthd in sqpirstitian.(l) They thus 
saw it as aide to give a new synthesis of rahj i m 
and scbo, and to iadf y hnanfty. By contrast 


the 'sixties revival of astrology and a wid e 


vahty of ahle h efc-f a was pat of a revdt 
agast ideas of sdentif ic and Material puyo s. 

By the mid 1970’s the ’sixties counter- 
cadUre had hned rtsotf out. But the end of the 


I that US 


Cold Wj 


Vmtnam Wv, wftdch had apvked tlds 1 
(fid not Mart a return to lai r tw» salf- 
Thc po fit i c a l righ 

Ids r ^wl i, and the 1 
of the early ’ah^vthss, saw a r evival of 
q m dyptk refighais befief s. The Sovfet Uvwon 
was the tnUdvet, and the Cold Wv was the 
i—nifiidr p r durie to an Araageddnn fr 
befievers wotdd be spiral 

Reabq MM ,Mh ' rm h *w , 0y the M em* Apr, a 
cobct ipn of essays on the body of befef s finked 
together ender the hraefeg *Mew Age Gradnaos’ in 
mofkm Anwica, one might think at first that the wheel 
has co me fid o de , and the ’sixties counter-cidixre has 
been revived. However the aida^tc are more 
apparurtt than real Sixties f rwtge befef s were part of a 
aitirc d efter etdy dbtaxsd from the Anercm 
mainstream; the fefews in apocalyptic Christianity (as 
cfistJhct from those exploiting it for pnitiral or fnwciai 
ends) rondi (bpqxvthetdy dda I y and lower 
■cone , whereas the bA.vtrj bi the cofection of ideas 
grapd b ybw as Wew Age Gfmssmss’ 
( heeef orth MAO are in maiy cases wealthy and 
successful ‘Oovebg’ of past fees is onfetoj at 
seminars where entrance fees rr.ay be ?!00 phje. Mow 
Agers fckde c.n fa ngr lecturers and creative artists, and 
glossy, expensive magazins pedrfe MAC So what, 
precisely, is going on? 

FVst of d, the end of the juud Cold War 
score to have lessened the au feu. for p i t y fefe of 
doan, ufetfe from the Sde or NastradamiL. and more 
baevefei spaietirol be fef s have taken iher places. 
S ee m ly, ii a peod of apparent ouuil boon and 
what Tom Wolfe has caked "the Me Decade”. MAC 


ropBaartfl an incorporation of si^ivnatval befef s 
into a cadture of self ifpiMaiuit (another recu^rkig 
theme of US fife since the days of Dale Carege). Thus, 
the Mew Age books of Shrley Madcwve imply that her 
success as a fkm star vindicates the beliefs, and more 
recent articles on Uri GeAer offer as proof of his 
authenticity not x erit ific tests, but his a feged 


“Not 

Necessarily 
the New 
Age" is 
published by 
Prometheus 
Books at 
£ 15 . 95 . 
Prometheus 
books are 
distributed 
in the U.K. 
by Michael 
Hutchinson 
of 10 
Crescent 
View, 
Loughton, 
Essex. 
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ff 

It seems 
that to 
be a 

channeller 
it is 
merely 
necessary 
to shut 
ones 

eyes and 
announce 
a series 
of 

platitudes 
in archaic 
language 
and a 
silly voice 

44 


madclfftim with major capitaist co n ce rn s . Those 
aspects of MAC are we! indicated by the book's essay 
on The Airpiane Game, a chain letter type scam, uraeual 
only in rrvdvkig large sums of nuey and face to face 
contact, which has been promoted in the US in the last 
few years by some MAC figures unde* such guises as 
''pra&pa’rty oomdouarcss workshop*. 

The book’ puifibJw and several of its 
contributors are associated with Skepticai Ermp^rr and 
CSICOP, so there are several assays which factuaiy 
examine various Mew Age dakns. Renisnation is 

I in two essays that szame both Trypnotic 
^d ou ; for reiraretion and the 
phftsophcd arcponorTts - the latter covnig some of 
the same grxxnd as John bLa le y's piece on this theme 


PhSp (lass gives a summary of the contents of 
his reowit book examining UFO akxkxrtkn davits. The 
rdgi kfe l ^) between such dans and the Mew Age 
movemoit seems rather pr ck k-Ji v atic. They have been 
amnd for rather longer than MAC and postulate 
v/ujimjuft/ei afiens t \ human ba s as 

laboratory rats, rather than beevobit teachers, 
hjwever some percipimts s eem to fink thee* skdjctiona 
with a OTM9S01 to Mew Age type befiefs (exarfka 
include John Day of the British Avaied case, and Whitley 
Strieber). The way the two s eem to be nviving together 
is rxficated by the < c u an t book on fhtetiana by 
Christine Fiore vrtfich kickjdes a personal queslivnare 
to help cfisdzw if the reads* is an ^dsckxrkee, and Mew 
Age type achace one how to get in touch with ern es 
aiiareaifi to gain f ia-ther details. 

The Irtish parapsyc hkg ist Or Susan fladmre 
looks at rea^dth and out-of-th u b o dy e x periences. 
She suggests that the 'tuvief convnady reported in 
these experiences is the resufit of treakdmns and 
ran d om activity in the perci pient's visual cortex, and 
she des cri es some ways in which this hypothesis might 
be tested. She also refers to dsns that near-death 
experien ces repvart a reiving of the bfc~th trauma, 
and states that her research has found no differences 
in M3E7s reper-ied by those who had been bom by 
Ccawrim section from those who had u nd er gone a 
normal birth. As regds* readers wfl remember, this is 
the opposite of vdnat Or Afc^i Lawson has dared an the 
case of dduction i cprisO) 

Martin Ga r tki er's cmtrixitkn looks at the Mew 
Age befiefs of ShkHey Mxlas, in partieda* her bks 
with varus ’charn el ere 1 . It seems that to be a 
ch a nn elc r it is necessary merely to shut ones eyes and 

voice, whie daring to be a departed spirit. Motabiy the 
majority of channeiers prefer to aurvraiHp ferme* 
residents of Atlartb or Lovtria (unody petired in a 
mam reiviamvt of He and the Masters of the 

(hi ip in Irather than people who may have bad at any 
historical pui i ud for which it woufid be [toAIb to che ck 
facts! This is hardy airprbirg if Sviry Madane’s claim 
to be the rncarutjon of a jester breaded for tefcg 
improp e r jckes at the court of Loues XV is a typied 
example of Mew Age historical k now ledge. (For the 
recant jesters had long been extinct in EiropeOT 
courts by the mid century; it is hard to 

imajine the (fissokite Louis XV ob jecting to imp r oper 
jokes; mn arh i c France had by this time a highly 
dev ky ed legal code and its ironrUo efid not just 


execute at wifi; bdieadg was a phah iaj it rcaevod 
for the aristocracy, everyone else woufid have been 
hangedJ 

Channeling is an exc eier it example of the way 
Mew Age daims generaiy seem very resistant to 
factual analysis. This pozss can also be seen an the 
chapter consistrig of an kit u view with Brad Stri g er. 
now rt seems a Mew Age spnkesp 0 -s<rv who 
av^apomsly refuses to be pkwie d down an ukvat, if 
mythvg he actuaiy bdbvea. When chaAenged an the 
contents of some of his books blames ther content on 
those fiendsh hdviiials the a who, as 

Ikpvvreodvs wfl know from other enJwvgaa, force 
hnocart resaardws to put their n aiea to things 
they do not reafiy b afiwe by the ens! d ek a of 
than money. 

hfcrwever, the vagtem^s of Mew Age befiefs is 
probably part of thee* appeal. Some of them, such a 
nedtatkn iehe^uBs and vekus Orieitd systems of 
ODike, probably do give benefit to those 

who practise them. Mone of them are the sorts of 
systems that chafiengo t aj fi e va*s to re-oams and 
totaiy alter their fives. Instead they are in the nature 
of m** v^eroby a saaaasfd but less than 

futfSrig Efestyts may be spiend ip. In tMs respect MAC 
seans to fit in we! with the kies of those cultural 


the o ri s ts who ague that we are ki an age of 
l postfTxxk=rr^crfTV ki which 'grand norrotMis 1 (Le. 
systems such as MoTsm that offer 
oglmaloe of the world, and a dear identity to those 
who accept them) are and being replaced by 

a efrnate in which culture b e cunas a matter of 
'pick'n'mix' ki which people det erm i n e thee* kkeit ity by 
chmig efifferent dmUUea from a vari et y of befiefs 
and fifestyies. 

One aspect that i woufid fta to have seen 
consid ere d ki this book is the kiteroctksi between MAC 
and Christian ftrwlawwttafam. One of the mom fegggs 
of the Anericm fudaravrtdbt rwnsaca has been a 
moral pose against 'satoosnf, one which thanks to the 
uf it k c d efforts of some dergy, the tabloid press and 
Roger Conk, sums to be spraakg to Brriarv Mew Age 
befafs have ki maiy cases run foufi of ties moral panic, 
but one suspects that in moiy cases the gap between 
the two is not hard and fast. Thus President Reagan 
has at efifferent tones both adurs cri befief ki the 


reams of Arm ^ ddov and sought astrkgicd 
achkce. Saniarly, the prophecies of Jean Dixon, fike the 
eerier Edgar Cayce, show the kiflurmce of both occufit 
befiefs and apocalyptic furvlaneeitaism. Some ^neHcan 
motivation (Ktires have taken on the styke and 
form of the revvvofist pre aJw . 

The book's most ooknus assay is one entitled 
Nee* Age Economics avnathg of an 9-tempered rant 
argLkw) that MAC is a major enony of virtuous 
Ancrcoi fr ee enterprise c^pvtksm. ki fact there is 
fit tie in irkii r n of any such pxktk=al overtrran to the 
Mew Age. Some MAC writers an Brttaki have finked it to 
Green pofitics, but the MAC upsurge ki kreta has 
prokcod fit tie sign of a am a pnkg Gre en 
qraduamaa, whfte several Q# upeon nations that 
have had Green upsurges have fit tie in the way of any 
rise of Mew Age befiefs. The way fritish MAC re tarns 
a uiet ki g of its subvur s he 1960*s ed g e (as evi dur c 
by the onid Stonehenge confrontation) seons to be 
unique. For m*k a n Amarca the shaman is now a yuppie, 
flllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 




















13 


LETTERS 



Dear Editor 

hn hb reply to my letter ( Myii 35), 
Martin Kottmeyer betrays his contkuig 
pmchait for artnchar pont/ficataig, by 
p he knows everyth**} about me, 

with no kvication of any cinjsity to fkid 
out any mare. (Peter Rogerson starts out 
his column doing the sane thing.) He also 
plays the old game of putting words into my 
mouth that I never said He crecfits me with 
seyhg that "no other abductee has 
nightmares”. If fh' Kottmeyer wfl tun to 
my letter on page 10 of kyro 33 he wfi 
see that I merely dwnd that ”1 do not 
have nightmares”, a much mflder statement. 
I do kideed know some abductees who have 
nkMmores. But merely hovtg nightmares 
is not in itself nearly enough to establish 
the p i es eree of the bomdary-deficit 
syndrome as described by Kottmeyer. I 


wodd not judge any of the ddetas 
known to me as suffering from this 
corvfitioa Mar do I vrterpret the resdts 
obtained by Slater, Jacobs or Hopba os 
supporting the aonduacn that the people 
they stubbed rwmfuriy suffered from 
bmloydefidt syndrome, or w ei t 
fantasy prone, or anyth**} else of the sort. 
To the contrary, I shoid posit out that 
Kenneth Ring has just issued his i e pm t on 
his study of UFO abductees and MDE 
Mpererr t^ in v»hch he conckdes that 
there was no evi dence at afl that either 
groLfi consisted of f antasy-prere 

Aften hynek used to refer to the Blue 
Book thrwurv Tt can’t be, therefore It 
isn’t”. I wonder if we have something sknflar 
gu ki g on here. Obvkmxsly dductions can’t 
be real, therefore afl such repeats must be 

In contrast, Mr Kottm ey er *s article 
^ntrely Unprerfafrevaf I found to be a 
very slimiaihg study with a great deal of 
krterestkig materioL Nevertheless I 
suspect that in the trial analysis afl he has 
provm is that the perception of any totally 
unforAa p henom enon BS U4ZMJ fly 
fftered through the distorting effects of 
oltiral pisfi^xsiiov I have been aware 
of this pro b lem for a long the, but hove 
never fond an adequate solution. 

In fact, if I dare to do so, I might 
sfeoleie that th ere cutfld be a real 
chicken-md~egg problem here. Some artists, 
writers, etc. give me the iipissui that 
they are tryk*} to cope with aifpnsaaf 
alien trauma through there work. This cotfld 
even be the case with some of the f frits 
cited by Kottmeyer. One exoqfr uuiiea 
very viviefy to my mind The last on-board 
encm>ter that I cuxsckusly r aim nlgr 
dates beck to Jeuoy 1950, when I was B 
years old A St tie over t hr e e years later 


and I went to see It The detaAad 
appearance of the creatires, etc^ was not 
at al fanfrar to me, but the theme of 
fTflanU in my heed most certainly was! For 
a whfle I was terrif yed that the fflm might 
hspre others to reaize that sanethvg 
very senior had h a pp ened to me. (Armchair 
psychoanalysts may make of this whatever 
they wflL) 

As for Dcnnb Stifings’ piece, the 
accusations made against ( Wefl~Kr* 7 wn 
Abductknist’ are rid eed cfistirbing. 
pnMdsd the kiterpretatkjns put on Ns 
behavknr by 'Reliable Source’ are reafly 
correct. I would like to see WKA defend 
hknsHf before accepting all of these 
rumv-s, however. And again, if I dare do so, 
I may suggest that WKA might be right 
about some thing anyway! At face value his 
warning that abductees sNaid hesitate to 
have chick-en sounds outrarp^rmi^. But I 
know personally of more than one case 


wh 0 *e skpkficant danage might have been 
averted If only some such worrwig had been 

.. id ki tone. 0 do not dare go into 

rletalfO Whether the reason be ’goetic 
ex p eriments don eon them by aliens’ or 
someth**) wb#», I don’t know. 

I wfl leave a detofrsd rebuttal of 
Stags’ paper up to Edcfie Btflard himself, 

I am sire, wfl come dmrabiy to Ns 
own defence. But I wodd fre to raise one 
f 4*-ther point. St&igs give an example of a 
sentence, oeNad in a bar, about the 
Sexier Bowl, and goes into afl kkvis of detofls 
a Martian shoiid be able to deduce from it. I 
thkfr that St^^s mds to take a kick at 
the Sterotcre on the miqueress of htman 
language and tuanan grammar, and how it 
differs from anything else that evr evoked 
upon the Ee~th. I think it very Ekdy that my 
trifly alien kitoflgens woifld f kid hunai 
grammar and and ptbaby htman 

motivations and emotions os wet, to be 
totafly alien an d fr to 

themselves. * 1 Firiher, if I dare one more time. 
I might suggest that much of the bi zarr e 
quality of the reported alien bt^iaviau- b 
due to ther repeated but only partiaiy 
successful, efforts to make sereve of what 
they have fotnd here. Very recently, 
several of us have independently cane to 
the sane cavtsims on this point. 

Sincerely, 

Daryl Colkis’ 


Dear John 

I can only cnttxle that you review 
of Frewt the Sty was written after too 
cirsory an examination. It b an 
unstructured ramble through the evidence 
without even ovrig to a solution. How con 
it be defkvtive when it does not solve the 
case? Why write a case history vdian no 
conckiakFi con be reached? With its bad 
typkig and spring, its Imperial mensuration, 
its poor presentation, it hardly maintains 
the st^dsd set by the first cose history 
Gt l * * s not even the same size). 

If it was ‘meticulously resale cN-rf 
(os you dokn) it wotfld mention the type of 
fflm used, and the grid referents given for 
the ffrnk*) point woefld not be ki the middle 
of a Held! Abo it woefld mention 

in 0UFORA&+S&) 

concerning the fuel ckji jj ax } pncciire of 
the F-lll aircraft. 

I am still rivestigating thb incident 
and my 'definitive 5 onckiskvs wfli be 
pu b l is hed in due course. 

Yours s ke ag rd y 

Steuart Carrf ^wtfl, Edinburgh 
PS: The Arnold report was not due to 
'earthbghts, the existence of which b very 
doubtful It was caused by a mars g e of nme 
snow-covered meuntain peaks. 

As Stemert cxwvuincBtihe knows 

Ukt sauimwt tu the USTO mystery hr 
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VALLEE, Jacques. Confrontations; a 
scientist’s search for afien contact 
0olodres, Now York, 1990. *1935. 

After the diB rehash of Dimensions, 
Vaflee piis out afl the stops with amazing 
tales of UFO mayt un in South America. The 
book starts with Vaiee’s re-exomation, 
faurtescn years after the events, of the 
infonous 1966 Nteroi UFO lead-masks 
double-deaths case in which two men, 
r m nb u s of an ocoitAJFO cult were found 
deed, for no ^jptr ent cause, on a Wtqj 
outside Rio de Janeru, with two curious 
lead masks on the graud nearby. At the 
tone most ufokxjsts sknpty put this down 
as one of the odd things that pcnpks got up 
to in South Aiwica. You! remember that in 
the ’sixties the pages of FSR were fled 
with this sort of stuff, but that gradualy it 
fel from favour as ufologists’ inter es ts 
moved away from the aeaxh far aaedtoi 
in exotic parts to the perfectly good 
sensational cases that started happening 
in rather i m e ®aaafcfe parts of the 
globe Bee New England and Wltshrei. Vaiee 


also cals for a re-exovwuation of these 
rases, and also asks ufologists to re-ofsn 
the bwka on such long-f ur gut tan events 
as the Ubatuba magesiin case. I cannot 
see today’s uf ologsts follower} his advice | 
with any enthusiasm I 

What Vaiee shows in this book is I 
that the strange things efid not stop 
happening in South Anvrica just because 
the ufologists were tied up etsew hye, and 
a large part of it consists of V a l oe ’s 
hyrolkyitop of a series of soodiked 
UFOreiated cases in nuiltfn Brazil h the 
early nhei a n o ghties, with some 
esorabo into coses he has rives tiga ted 
more localy in Ca&fomia. 

The Cafiforian cases are rrterestrig, 
and show aoiethng of the aiqrfesty of 
the UFO experience in AvmSca in recent 
years, which tends to have been 
overakobvei by the abduction pa dji e. 
However the heart of the book is Vance’s 
frst-hand Investigation of a seri es of UFO 
events Brazi. hbre, in an sea of moiy 
thousands of square mles south and east 


from the mouths of the Amazon t he re has 
been, tfrrjughuut the seventies and 
eighties, a great mrnber of raws of 
apparent ufo hostifity: hunters out at night 
in the heaviy forested area have been 
'zapped by intense fights from strange 
flying objects caled 'chupas' (described as 
'fike f ridges'). May of the hunters have 
siigaquently suffered severe physical 
effects aid in some coses hove afcajuety 
died as a result of their upeinz. This is 
alanvig stuff, and it may be very 
knpoHtant. It is a pity then that Vaiee has 
chosoi to drag in such frauxklmt data as 
the supposed k&ig of the entire popiation 
of a Kenyan vBege in 1954, and the 
ricficulous ftvrrv-czFiK: account of the 
death of Joao Prestes in 1346. 

The mxxints of his travels in the 
remote parts of Brazi are faadnoting, but 
they seem to me to be yet ano thr exanpb 
of what Peter Rogersun has c/Brd the 
'Herr Professor’ setud of UFO research Cki 
Vaiee’s case perhaps 'Mvusour te 
Profoaaor' would be more ^pupiate) 
and there s eems some evidence that the 
fams game of let’s see what we can get 
the city-sicker to believe' is being ployed. 
For one thing Vaiee seems to be inatre of 
just how remote, naive, innocent and 
Lnspolt the people of this area are - an 
effect known as the Kinder Syrduve, 
after the writer of that nane vdno 
investigated the B9y Meyer case an the 
remote and primitive backwaters of-, wel, 
actualyi At one point Vaiee 
i nfm i ns us that * These are p rqie who 
have neve* heard of Cktae or 

of Steven Sp i elra g. They fish and hint 
hffaPM! they are too poo- to afford the 
food they n eed At right the Gontryuk is 


IFTTFR S: from previous page 


obviously feels that no report can be 
defWtive abas it roache the sons 
Gonckrskrv Less dogmatic canumtotors 
feel that a re por t may be defrvtkve if it 
comprehensively r e views the situation as 
known. No dabt Steuart’s 'defective’ 
avikaoe wfl involve something not a 
mBan mfles away from mrag ea . Ed 

Oear Sir 

As rvgotb to witchcraft in 
canectbi with Tomas Hadm in my book 
and sihsiquent 
c o rres p ondence in Bpnii 

We were very wel aware of the 
ahsova of Otmot executions for 
witchcraf t in I lav y Vfs England If the 
r ev iewo had read the book closely he 
would hzpse noted we tried to reassure 
Tomas that his rrbacg Kathryn cold not 
have been hired However he later said 
with some ango*, that we wer e wrong that 
an unofficial mob action had resulted in 


Kathryn being 'brand* with the King’s 
officers q pa uiti y avrifroated I 
repor t ed what Tomas said 

As before, you uiwents betrat a 
sad lack of ere and precoai in quite 
simple matters. 

Yours S kua dy, 

Ken Webster, Ooddeston, Oohrts. 


Oear John 

I Hough Edde Bdorfs <rtkJe Qn 
B yjli 34) was realy mnlat My own 
views on relevant matters are contained in 
the Psydkiaasl Hypothnb’ entry of my 
forthavrvY) l/Fk&gy wt the i9BD% the first 
vokme h the //eyd yanfc of Ufokagy 

Unfortunately, Otaris Stacy’s article 
only looks i i p ca ake. ki fact it is at best 
ficad. aid at worst widyrmafea**,- 
only a sight fqrovooit over Peter 
Rxgasoi’s goofy spnlaikna about fear 
of Ffapar iiwiy ants (hull?) in iiuriei n 


America as the source of current strains 
of ufabgied pa aii& Pater, who I am sure 
is a nice guy, ought to restrict hts 
afBolafos to things he knows about. 
Story has taken what at most is about half 
a chapter in a thick book (which, if it were 
ever written should be entities 
Extreterrestred Bbtogicet Entiths, as icaf 
my tong entry on this 

emvebtad matter) and treated it as the 
whole story. In the p oz aa he has whofy 
missed its sgrefbaos, and has even 
managed to give the irqra&in that real 
UFO sec r e t s are not invdved In fact the 
npewrte does notbetjn with the Bonewrtz 
affar, but I my ki s much earfier in the 
d e cade . 

Davis is a friend but in this case he 
does not know what he is talhg about. I 
hope your nvdj j are not kBed by him kito 
thinking they now know cveytllg they 
I to know. 

Cheers, Ja tot Got, Gonby, MNL 
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perfectly dart. The cnfy high-tanai fine 
runs twenty mies to the west.” Yet a few 
pages later on we bam of a UFO that was 
causing some concern by hoverki) over the 
cfiesed generator for, wait for rt_ the local 
TV stataorrf Mow it’s possible that Brazifisi 
TV caveats of nothing but educational 
and knported Portuguese 
f ado shows, but I waidht be at ai 
surprised if the oxsod American soap- 
opera or fiction flm wasn't shown 

from Ume to tarn. Before I started mating 
patronising statements about what 'these 
people 7 may or may not have heard about I 
would hove stuped the TV schrrkkes for 
quite a long tkne into the past. 

hddaitly, northern South AmSca is 
of cnuse the centre of the inb7Tvitjand 
drug trade, may of whose operators fly in 
choppers - or do I mean chupas? It woiid be 
useful to than if wrtnasaes to thr fights 
became so scared that they cfid not care to 
investigate too closely. Much of the injury 
rjmcvsi to the unf ortujnate hunters 
consists of skri rashes and scars of the 
type which rmlH be caused by aerial 
spraying of dwric^. The sort of peopl e 
who might be doing that over tropical ram 
forests wouickr’t want their activities 
investigated too closely either. Vaiee 
informs us that the Brazifian Army has been 
seen nosng atird the area. Pm not 
surpraol 

in his fkial chapters Vaiee s eems to 
be rmvng into Gordon CrdgKtaVs tarrHory: 
the UFOs he 'conckrlea 7 (as much as any of 
Vafiee’s work has a andkAin) are a force 
that have been sho^g our pbnert with us 
for niliihn A farce that uses and 
mOTifmiates manldnd in a terrifying m am . I 
wadM (fe ay uu with that, except that 
Voice 3 uim to thv4 that this farce is 
aomet h ig other than our own strange and 
terrifying psyche. In this book he has shm*n 
no evidence that this is the case, although 
he has presorted us with a highly readable, 
if sarctirrs flawed, account of a great 
deal of first-hand investigation. As a uim e 
, said a long tine ago: "From the depths of my 
OTnct«-1 recommend this book.” 


FIORE, Edith. Abductions; oaauiters 
with extraterrestrials. Sadgwick Jackson, 
198a £1X95. 

Edith Piore has previously written 
books on hypnotic i usive to past fives 
and BOTrdam, and in this work she 
demonstrates the extro i es which a fiteral 
b el i e f in hypnotic ra y es sion and the 
hfcAity of the memori es u o ve ui 
thereby, cu ik a regj with a naive befef in 
extraterrestrials, can take even educated 
p eople. What is presented are repor t s of 
hypnotic rey es s kw\ vsuuto with 
seventeen amynos cbtctaa. Their 
motives for u nd er g o ing such a procedure 
seon to range from sknple cxrbsity and me- 
tooism, through to major trauma and 
beymi The accounts cuitsi both stadarl 
and non-standard motifs, and by the tkne 
you get to Dan Dan the St^tmope* man, you 
korit's ai fantasy and there's 
au& m x} Flore wouickft take at face value. 

A final chapter offers "you can 
(fecuve your own dose ammbr” by 
meois of a questbmar'e. in suggesting to 
the anins and that they may 

have been used as a lab rat by the 
inh^irtants of Mlay m i a she is 


their terror and (bxsiatiore. 


Peter Ragmn 


ZOLLSGNAN, G SOkJMARER, J F and WALSH 

G F (EdsJ ExptWig the Pvmrak 


Prism Press, 198a £7.95. 


This Austrafian symposium covers a 
wider range of artbes than some other 
books in the sane vein, going into both 
S ic j nkjy cal and mystical reakvo. Racfical 
teevirs and radcai scqitxs and vaiis 
points in betweoi al contrb/ta Bustrative 
of this vole range are W J Bainbridge's 
study of the ccrrdatbi between 
geog-ghical mobStv and belief in the 
paravFmai, and James Stewart's study of a 
bigfoot wave in a native Anvca) community 
in North Dakota. 


Perhaps of particular interest to 

. are Gary Grotl > Movnat's 
artkde on Tar atim fll P henom ena and the 


Near Death Experience , and Peter Nelson's 
survey of mystical vraionoy and remote 
perception experiences. Though by no 
meois a fight read, this book contains much 
of value and can be niunufb l aspoaJy 
in view of its most rcoaavtb price. 

Peter fbgnn 


GOOOARD, JhvTiy. The khdvtod Solar 
System. The Star Fellowship (25 Aftiert Rd, 
Addles tone, Surrey, LT15 2PXJ 199a 

In the same way that old but much- 
loved pnrtbns of our towns and cities are 
ihaia ol Consolation Areas, or rare birds 
and toads are protected by being fisted as 
Endangered SpraJes , there is 1 think scope 
far outdated UFO t hat ie s and ufologists to 
be (Adored Sites of Historical Ufological 
Inter es t. If such a schone should be started 
this sfrn vokme should surely be put 
forward for the honour of first nociwiatkm. 

It’s a delight to read; a welcome 
refuge from the brashness of post-mnhm 
ufology with its abductions, genetic 
experiments and ova^vtekifir xfr disturbing 
ambguty. We get no ambiguity from Jimmy 
Goddard The ploieta of our solar system 
are inhabited, sbmce to the contrary has 
been manufactured by NASA. Urough 
doctoring the photographs from space 
p i irfrjv . Even that might not be necessary - 
recent photographs of Earth which Jxvxny 
exa ia«ed showed no signs of hunai 
habitation, even though the part of North 
Africa depicted nkded seva~al large 
towns It should not detract from this 
observation when we learn that Jmxny 
studied these photos in a magazine in an 
opticaor's woting room! The bodlulet 
conctudes with a glossary of the space 
lag«f* and a song in the same tongue - 
although the words of this - "_ydur noga 
yara abba sam_” make as much sense as 
most smgs uritten in the last tw en ty 
years or so (caref ud, Rimvr, age ahowvgX 
There is no price noted on the review copy I 
was sent, but it really is pricekss 1 
recommend it to aA Mssjetmo reader s . Send a 
pound, that seems about right* 


GOOD, Tknothy. (EdJ UFO Report 1989L 
Sdgwk* and Jsksm, 198a £7 .99. 

This is a very ubdovsd 
prcsentatksri of current ufology with a 
strong bias towards what might be caked 
the 'Gee-whiz 7 school It is also aneahal 
into the sectarian pofitirs of ufology to an 
extent which oust bewider outsiders. Thus 
we have the Qkdsal Ov th ers nbbbh just 
about eveyme else in ther review of 
vague UTS. in his review of crop c i rcles , 
George WrgfdkJ aviiovts I kimJ f with 
just n^hishing Terence Meaderu 

Much of the rest is just pedestrian. 
Cynthia rfrxi mokes her usual poircrkaing 


remarks about the blods, contrixitors 
from the USSR and the 

aammuity provide cfippings. Len Sh ing fie l d 
goes even f is-ther over the top and Donald 
Ware susnmatsas Gulf Ch u az i i without 
rqm t ijg even one of the notinxjs 
photos - no dou4>t he realised they wouid be 
fatal to his easel 

It is perhaps not too cyrwial to 
wander if Ralph Noyes defence of the Halt 
Monorandum is not written at least sightly 
tange in uhui. As I read it the 
merrorandum provides strong evkkmcr for 
the mis identification of 3 distant brig h t 
Eght (aee HoraA-y for other examples). Less 


cynical souks may wefi Fmd tNnodves 
speoiathg along avspratxrial bias, as 
was perhaps the rrtervt. 

The book fist at the end of this 
vokjme is a joke, and the fist of UR journals 


simply ignores every journal of irvprtaiz 
(Fortean Fines, Northern UFO fews, UFO 
Brkjarrtia, UFO Tines and, of ansa, 
Magorxa). Whie of into es t to uf aidorists 
and fofcjwo-s of UFO group pektics, it does 
not provide an even remotely aaaptabB 


treatment of the subject for the general 

pubic and in many places is rr^chievfsis/y 
misksaefing. 

Peter Roger son 
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JOTCZx, Kekm L Cman Doyle and the 
Sfvit& Aquarian Press, 1989. €8.99, 

Thb bkp^^ihy concentrates on 
Doyle's Jnvch^nmt with the spHtuifet 
noo i oi t , and his fratastic Sterati^e. 
Thou^i in the early pert of the boot same 
attempt is made to dfavngks his eomp ksx 
character, it trais off into a ba^ 
narrative of even t s. It is dear that Doyle, o 
lapsed Corthdrc, fte marry of his gercration 
sought a rational i afcginn which Midd 
eordae the hoft-flre visions of hss youth, 
and the emptiness of his early addt 
ratodsm. Spritiidbt perhaps also 

pro j _o nedvnam for the 

domestication of the psychic tor u rs which 
surface ki much of his laini fiction, and 
which perhaps dwe his father to al cdm d 
and the knatic asylum. Was It ogartst such 
tenrors that Doyle bu ried his hero 
IkiiVESi the hcaujn of ptnao4-ia reason 
and locjc ki a fog of savage orations and 
n a m e l es s passions. 

Ultimately it was less Doyle's 
cmiiib nmt to airvivdam which made him 
seem f oafish, thoi his ^capacity to accept 
the high dug. in. of fraud h the subject, 
and his rabflrty to accept the ppsafrtfty 
that his own judgement might be flawed. 
Rotor ft agixi a on 


COHEM, Dareei. Encydopecfia of 
ftfcovators, hfichod Cm*ra, 1963. €1135 
COHEN, Daniel Encydopeda of Qiosts. 
fcfeftael OMara, 1989.1135. 

RADFORD, Ken. Pro Bum MkJvnd O^Maro, 

1909 . £ 1135 . 

The two Cahoi boot are pcpioly 
written, and give brief entries for a wide 
range of phenomena within the areas they 
cover. Most of the major rases are here 
and some of the daerbwn ones too 
Calthou^i we are sorry to see no note of 


the Brentford Griffin). A representative 
range of UFO entities are dealt with h the 
Monsters boots. The entries are arr a g a d 
dp#*afaetiM#y in voiius rather arbitrary 
catagres - hmnadE, Land Monsters, 
Phoitonos Sea Monsters, etc. The accuuib 
are brief, but quite cra ^j j d es ist and not 
uncritk^t. Both books are wel Bustrated, 
but wodd benefit for the edition of 
further reofrg’ notes for each entry, 
rather than a few of a very 

guu afizsd 'Aroiatsd Dti l ug ghy* at the 
end. Lit tie here realy for the experienced 
Fratara, but a useful \n i ra for the 
genral ruiti Gf such a ersabre exists; 
they seem more elusive than any bigfoot) 
The Radford book is a uiipjkm 
vokane to the two above, but goes perhaps 
a it tie too far in dramatist*} the f annus 
wiidvraft it covers, recortstructkig 

rfckgc rad tfea ui p i os. However, the 

basic facts seem accurate enough, and 
agaev the book is wel Bustrated (some of 
the wudi/b hove bum used in tfvs 
of Myi« to Bustrate Manfred Cassiro-’s 
article. Again, not a book for the saSois 
stiefcoit, but a good read for oir ekoive 
general reader. 


CLARKE, Jeremy. M njvt rwid vs. SkuB. 
Foi^th Estate, 1989. Pbk, €435. 

What is as d aigj e e as shot 
infested jely and has a pefibcten for 
c b ■k A i ny g Arc. of cola and eatmg 
moifitairs of crady-bras? No, not BBy 
Bunter bet loose ii the tuck shop but the 
afira (from outer spas) who is the 
hooKadal hero of this noveL 

Having such a central character 
aflows you to show up aft the fadts and 
duea of our Western dvSzflibn. Thb is 
not a paiitaioly origrvd means of attack 


or criticism, Meed the whole book is 
drived from such agrees as P^P 
detective fiction; a am fiction bnovea; 
the writings of Thomas Pynchon, Robert 
Anton Wilson and Henry Miller-, TV quiz 
gtiia~> and ooqrtpj os; odvertiskvg copy 
ines; mixed with a doiop of Psycho, 
Exp l or er s, Them&i bdho Fat to E^th^ 
co mbined with the entrais of Ronald 
Macdonald. 

Having said that, iraiy Ciarke stirs 
all the in gred i en ts together to reveal the 
half-baked notions of men, mice and visiting 
extraterrestrials. The cu pur ate battles 
for the control of our bonk Qbcrurb and 
mrids with any old junk dogised as food 
for the orkhnvit of oir material or 
mental it is excellently 

portrayed. Significantly the 'afien’ isn't a 
thinly disguised conne outsider, as k^ragly 
depkrted in such bvtudget epics os / 
Married a Ma^mter from Qute-Spaced 
object, / Married a Monster* from Outer 
ipgj. was a wAuvsk ffcsi which actuary 
projected a rather sympathetic view of 
the a i ens and enefcai up questkvrag tvnra 
apozS'dttMrbm - EdJ or Rod Pkwwrt 
M&rsCGve you that one - EdL Instead he 
beanras more Elm us by embrackig the 
jirk-oibrc e t hi c with open tentacles 
(sorry, I mean arms, unless you kve near a 
rtdBo* power station). This is an a li e n who 
is frightowg hrranr he is Bee uk there b 
nothing he can do to upset the American 
way of fife, iicaiv* Mom’s apple pie is 
rotten to the cor e . If oiythvg the often 
has been corrupted by us. For his St&- Trek 
is a pfle of crap; the blonde god* loved by 
Adravski hove reancomoted as motel room 
cockroaches, the fast food biz wB conquer 
the uwirsd 
Nigel Watson 


PORTRAITS OF ALIEN ENCOUNTERS 

BY NIGEL WATSON 

Flying saucers and encounters with beings from 'outer space' have intrigued and puzzled 
everyone for the past forty years. This book doesn't promise a solution to the enigma but 
it does examine in detail strange and frightening close encounter stories. These include 
sightings of a 12-foot-tall green robot, men in black, attractive female UFO pilots, lights 
in the sky, flying saucers, plus accounts of telepathic messages, strange dreams, 
sinister rays, alien brain operations, ghosts, poltergeists and prophecies. The main value 
of Portraits of Alien Encounters is that it shows how witnesses, to simple lights in the 
sky, can become entangled in complex series of visions, sightings and encounters. All 
these incidents, which occurred in the Bradford, Sheffield, Leeds, Hull, areas of Northern 
England, were investigated by Nigel Watson long before the 'revelations' contained in 
Communion and Intruders. Most of this material has never been published before. For 
just £10.00 this invaluable reference and insight into the flying saucer enigma can be 
yours! 

Return to: Nigel Watson, 52A Lascotts Road, Wood Green, London, N22 4JN. England. 





















